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and boldly demanded receipts for them free of charge.1 There
was also an intimation that about 10,000 such advertisements
would be sent to the British Museum yearly for separate acknow-
ledgement, entry, and preservation. Since it seemed more than
probable that dozens or perhaps scores of other firms would have
followed this example, an emergency Bill was presented to the
House of Commons by Mr Acland (the Financial Secretary to
the Treasury) in 1915. The object of this Bill was to provide an
effective check against the undue burdening of the already
limited storage accommodation at the British Museum.
In introducing the Bill Mr Acland said that the permanent
preservation of this kind of literature in the British Museum was
unthinkable. Owing to the Great War, the nation had just em-
barked on a scheme of rigid economy. To acknowledge, register,
and house this mass of practically useless literature would necessi-
tate the employment and cost of additional labour for the erection
of extra buildings. Moreover, the staff of the British Museum had
been greatly depleted owing to the number of enlistments for
active service, and it was thought that to put added and quite
unnecessary duties on a much depleted staff would be cruelty.2
Relief was accordingly granted on 3 December 1915 by means
of the Copyright (British Museum) Act, 1915 (5 & 6 Geo. V,
c. 38).3 By this Act the Board of Trade was authorized to make
regulations whereby trade advertisements, catalogues, coupons,
labels, wrappers, and such like literature, although entitled to the
benefits of copyright under the Act of 1911, were nevertheless
exempted from delivery to the British Museum.4
The British Museum was not the only copyright library to be
affected by the stringent economies necessary during the Great
War. Although the catalogue at the Bodleian needed rebinding
at the rate of 200 volumes yearly, dark hints were circulated in
1915 that the binding bills and the purchase of learned foreign
works would have to be curtailed at Oxford. Concerning this
matter an anonymous critic wrote:
1 Prior to the Act of 1911 copyright for these advertisements, etc. was
legally secured on payment of a registration fee at Stationers' Hall.
1 Debates of the House of Commons, 1915, vol. Ixxi, pp. 1331-8.
8 Set out in full post, p. 347.
* The other copyright libraries did not of course demand copies of such
literature.